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Oklahoma Core Curriculum test results
Tulsa area scores for math/reading

District 6th grade
Bixhy 88/93
Broken Arrow 89/86
Glenpool 85/76
Jenks 96/95
Owasso 91/92
Sand Springs 83/76
Sapulpa 84/83
Tulsa 70/71
Union 89/88
SOURCE: School districts
SCORES:
[ ]
Bixby and Union
Public Schools show
mostly gains.
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said the district always
checks its results with those
of comparable districts.

“We're very much into da-
ta in this school system,” she
said. “We analyze every-
thing, and we break it down.
We go to the content areas of
each of the subjects. We
don’t just look at the score
for the overall.”

Bixby Public Schools re-
ported gains in most grades
for both reading and math,
as did Union Public Schools.

Sapulpa showed a 9-per-
centage-point gain in math
scores for seventh-graders
and an 11-percentage-point
gain for eighth-graders.

Owasso had steady gains
across the board, making it
one of the only districts with
proficiency in both subjects
of more than 90 percent for
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-
graders in all but its eighth-
grade reading score, which
is at 89 percent.

Broken Arrow sixth-, sev-
enth- and eighth-graders
gained a few points or stayed
the same in both reading and
math scores, with a 3-per-
centage-point gain in its sev-
enth-grade math score.

Union saw gains of 2 per-
centage points to 3 percent-

7th grade 8th grade
85/90 87/92
89/85 88/93
79/82 79/91
96/92 94/94
91/92 89/93
79/72 86/93
80/83 84/94
65/71 72/75
87/87 89/90
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About the test

The Oklahoma Core Curricu-
lum Tests, givenin April to
Oklahoma third- through eighth-
graders, are meant to align with
the state’s Priority Academic
Student Skills.

Students at each of the grade
levels are tested in reading and
math. Some grades are tested on
additional subjects, such as
science and social studies.

The results of the Oklahoma
Core Curriculum Tests are
important to school districts and
individual school sites because of
state and federal school-account-
ability laws.

The federal No Child Left
Behind Act requires schools to
make “adequate yearly progress”
in reading and math test scores,
the number of students who take
standardized tests, and atten-
dance or graduation rates.

Schools are expected to have
100 percent of students demon-
strating proficiency in reading
and math by 2013-14.

age points in some of its
scores, but the sixth-grade
score for math proficiency
went down by 2 percentage
points and its reading score
by 5 percentage points.

“It looks like that we had a
little decline in sixth-grade
math and reading compared
to last year,” said Kirt Hartz-
ler, assistant superintendent
for teaching and learning at
Union.

“I think any time you have
a reduction, you're going to
evaluate what’s being
taught,” he said. “It’s pru-
dent to do that even if it's one
or two points.”

Nora Froeschle 581-8310
nora.froeschle@tulsaworld.com

HOSPITAL:

The building also will
be environmentally
friendly, using geo-
thermal technology.
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practice, internal medicine,
gynecology, gastroenterolo-
gy, general surgery and neu-
rosurgery, pediatrics, re-
habilitative treatment and
oncology.

The building also will be
environmentally friendly,
Roberts said. Geothermal
technology — using a series
of wells — will help heat and
cool the facility.

Roberts, with Muskogee
physician Tim Robison and
others, has pushed for the
new hospital for four years.

The City Council approved
a rezoning measure to allow
the construction in Novem-
ber 2003 but voted two years
later to place a $10,000 per-
mit fee and feasibility-test
requirement on any future
private hospital projects.

The council turnabout
forced Muskogee Communi-
ty Hospital planners to move
their planned facility from
land near Bacone College.

The new facility will be at

Muskogee Community Hospital

Shown below TITTITIIIITreooNIperens [a]

North Main Street & Harris Road

o
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Muskogee
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the intersection of Main
Street and Harris Road, just
outside the city limits.

The city owned and oper-
ated Muskogee Regional
Medical Center for years but
turned over its management
to a private firm this year.

Roberts does not see com-
petition between the medical
center and Muskogee Com-
munity Hospital as negative.

“There’s a lot of opportuni-
ty for everybody,” he said.

Muskogee Community
Hospital plans to work with
Bacone College and Con-
nors State College on train-
ing and education in nurs-
ing, radiology and provider
programs, Roberts said.

Rod Walton 581-8457
rod.walton@tulsaworld.com

SIGNS:

At one time, owners
could reclaim their
illegally placed signs.
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that would allow such signs
on a limited basis.

In the past, when the city
collected illegally placed
signs, the sign owners could
reclaim them from the city.

“I don’t understand why
we've been giving the signs

OKLAHOMA'S LARGEST HEARING AID PROVIDER
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Trust your hearing care to

838-1000 or 800-722-8050

back when they simply turn
around and redeploy them,”
Councilor John Eagleton
said.

The proposed fine in-
crease would apply to all
property nuisance violations,
including the mowing of
grass and removal of trash.

Another change being rec-
ommended for the nuisance
ordinance is a $32 fee re-
quired for a 14-day extension
that would allow a property
owner time to rectify a viola-
tion.

Brian Barber 581-8322
brian.barber@tulsaworld.com

PLATES:

Williams’ rarest find
is a 1943 unused
windshield sticker.
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“I’d give anything to know
the owners,” Williams said.

The rarest part of his collec-
tion isn’t actually a plate.

License plates were not is-
sued in 1943 because the gov-
ernment needed all the metal
it could get for the war. Motor-
ists received windshield stick-
ers, instead.

Williams discovered a nev-
er-before-used 1943 wind-
shield sticker at a Muskogee
flea market.

Next to the sticker was a
pile of letters. In one of them,
a soldier who presumably was
overseas wrote to his mother
and asked her to keep the reg-
istration on his car active and
asked her to park the vehicle
in the garage.

Web sites:

Williams’ plates:
www.tulsaworld.com/joecoastie
Information about collecting:
www.tulsaworld.com/plates

Susan Hylton 581-8381
susan.hylton@tulsaworld.com

Barney Williams has about 2,000 license plates in his
collection, but he’s on the lookout for more.

COUNT:

“Most of the time,
the infant mortality
is due to prematurity
and accompanying
low birthweight,” a
local expert says.
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crease from 25 children per
100,000 four years earlier.

Oklahoma’s teen-death
rate fell by 14 percent be-
tween 2000 and 2004, but the
national number improved
by 1 percent.

The state mirrored the na-
tion in increasing numbers
of babies born with low
birthweights, percent of chil-
dren with parents not work-
ing full time, percent of chil-
dren in single-parent homes
and children living in pover-

Recent increases in the
state’s infant mortality rate
started several outreach ini-
tiatives and research pro-
jects in the state.

Figart says the infant mor-
tality rate and number of
low-birthweight babies are
related.

“Most of the time, the in-
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Purple Hearts: Each plate
comes from a veteran who
was injured somewhere at
some time, Williams said.
Many wars are represented.

Birthday: Williams has plates
from every state in the year
he was born, 1938.

These are super, super rare,
Williams said.

Oklahoma: He has a plate

the present.

Handicap motorcycle plates:

from every year from 1938 to

A rare 1915 Oklahoma motorcycle plate. M

BARNEY WILLIAMS’ COLLECTION

State plates: He has one from

every state.

Bicycle tags: Williams has
dozens from cities across

the country. One was dug up
from an old park in downtown
Muskogee and is dated 1943.

Most costly: Williams once
paid $275 for a 1953 Utah
motorcycle plate.

Oldest: A 1909 Pennsylvania
plate marks Williams'
mother’s birth.

fant mortality is due to pre-
maturity and accompanying
low birthweight,” she said.
“If we keep the baby alive, it
will be low birthweight. Na-
tionally, there has been an
upward trend in infant mor-
tality, which is again begin-
ning to show some improve-
ment.”

The Annie E. Casey Foun-
dation is based in Baltimore

Motorcycle: For Williams,
these smaller plates (below)
are some of the most
valuable and fun to collect.
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Web site:
www.tulsaworld.com/casey

Ginnie Graham 581-8376

ginnie.graham@tulsaworld.com

Tulsans won’t be left

holding plastic bags

Dear Action Line: There is
kind of a small but impor-
tant recycling crisis brew-
ing.

Albertsons has been the
only outlet for recycling
plastic bags. Even the Met-
ropolitan Environmental
Trust won’t take them, and
there are indications that
the successors to Albert-
sons aren’t going to take
them, either.

This might leave Tulsa
without a place to recycle
those millions of plastic gro-
cery bags! — B.H., Tulsa.

At least two retailers still
collect the bags locally and
send them out of state for
recycling.

Reasor’s: All Tulsa-area
Reasor’s stores have green
cabinets, with holes in their
tops, in their entryways into
which people may deposit
any store’s plastic bags.

Reasor’s bought the Al-
bertsons store at 15th Street
and Lewis Avenue, and it is
expected that that store also
will take grocery bags for
recycling.

Wal-Mart: Wal-Mart’s Tul-
sa stores collect clean, new,
plastic grocery bags in box-
es at the front of their stores
and truck them to Benton-
ville, Ark., for recycling.

Metropolitan Environmen-
tal Trust: Tulsa’s leading
public recycler doesn’t col-
lect the bags because this
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area does not have an end-
use recycler, making the
cost of transporting the
used plastic bags to out-of-
town recyclers cost-prohibi-
tive.

Retailers can afford to do
it because they have trucks
that are headed that way
anyway.

Metropolitan Environ-
mental Trust Executive Di-
rector Michael Patton said a
plan is in the works for a
manufacturer of plastic-and-
sawdust landscaping tim-
bers to come to Tulsa.

“If this happens, the
M.E.T. will start collecting
plastic bags from the pub-
lic,” he said.

“Itis an Arkansas compa-
ny, and it’s made several in-
quiries about us collecting
bags for it.

“I think there is a good
chance we will be collecting
plastic bags within the next
12 months because we will
have a market for them,”
Patton said.

Submit Action Line questions to
699-8888. Action Line pursues con-
sumer complaints submitted with
photocopies of documentation to
Tulsa World Action Line, P.0. Box
1770, Tulsa, OK 74102-1770.
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Every 72
seconds,
someone

In America
develops
Alzheimer’s

Clinical research studies in
our area need volunteers.
Your participation is a very
important step on the path
toward a world without
Alzheimer's.

If you have Alzheimer's
disease or care for someone
who does, we invite you to
learn more about clinical

research. For a full listing of

research studies in your area,

please call
1-800-982-8299
or visit us online at

www.alz.org

alzheimer’s % association®

the compassion to care, the leadership to conquer
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